
 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Bankruptcy Attorneys Appearing in SD Iowa 
FROM: Judge Lee M. Jackwig 
DATE:           August 18, 2005  
SUBJECT: Status of Second Authorized Judgeship for SD Iowa 
 
On June 2, 2005 I sent a letter to Chief Judge James B. Loken of the Eighth Circuit Court 
of Appeals requesting that the second authorized judgeship for this district be filled.  As 
many of you know, that position became vacant when Judge Russell J. Hill retired and went 
on recall status at a reduced workload in November 2001.  As most of you know, Judge Hill 
fully retired in November of last year. 
 
In an order dated June 17, 2005, the Circuit Council denied my request and recommended 
that the judges in the Northern and Southern Districts of Iowa make a good faith effort to 
manage the caseload in the two districts.  I was advised that was done out of a concern 
that the United States Judicial Conference expected such a course of action. 
 
Having some reason to believe that might not be the case, I wrote again on July 15, 2005 
requesting that the Circuit Council revisit the issue at some appropriate time in the future. In 
that second letter, I also reported on the agreement the three bankruptcy judges had 
reached regarding assistance for this district for the time being.  Thereafter, the order 
referenced in General Order 2005-1 issued, and I also was advised that Judge Loken 
asked the Circuit Council’s Bankruptcy Committee to reconsider my June 2, 2005 request. 
 I have been asked to meet with the Committee during the Eighth Circuit Judicial 
Conference in October of this year to discuss this matter further.   
 
As for General Order 2005-1, please review the designation-by-county approach to sharing 
the adversary proceedings related to Chapter 7 cases.  Also note that I will be keeping just 
a very few pending adversary proceedings that fall into counties other than those 
designated for me.  (For example, I have one proceeding in which I took a matter under 
advisement recently.  Likewise, if a proceeding is closely tied to a contested matter in a 
chapter case that I have already reviewed, I have retained such a proceeding.)  By 
checking PACER after the reassignment takes place on August 22, 2005, you will be able 
to verify whether your adversary proceeding has indeed been reassigned by the initials 
appearing as part of the adversary proceeding number.  You will also see the initials on 
subsequent documents that issue from the clerk and court.   
 
Also note that there will be a few differences between the way the three judges handle their 
adversary proceedings.  Hence, be even more attentive to the instructions you receive in 
notices from the clerk and court.  The clerk of court for the Southern District of Iowa will be 
posting additional information, as necessary, on our Web site.   
 
Please bear with us as we work through this process.  Thank you.  


